
1 

Ecological Screening Criteria (6/28/2013):  

 

 Freshwater and freshwater sediments:  

o BTAG Screening benchmarks (http://www.epa.gov/reg3hwmd/risk/eco/index.htm) 

o NAWQC: for chronic fresh water and salt water;  human health for consumption of 

water and organisms (http://www.epa.gov/waterscience/criteria/wqctable/) 

o VAWQS: for chronic fresh water and salt water; human health public water supply 

(http://www.deq.state.va.us/Portals/0/DEQ/Water/WaterQualityMonitoring/TOX/2012/

Appendices/Appendix_A_DEQ_Water_Quality_Standards_Jan2011.pdf) 

o Region 4 ecological bulletins 

(http://www.epa.gov/region4/superfund/programs/riskassess/ecolbul.html)  

o Region 5, RCRA Ecological Screening Levels 

(http://epa.gov/region05/waste/cars/pdfs/ecological-screening-levels-200308.pdf ) 

o MacDonald’s Consensus-Based TECs (i.e.,below which harmful effects are unlikely to 

be observed) Freshwater Sediment benchmarks 

(http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/SQuiRTs.pdf) (original citation: 

Archives of Environmental Contamination and Toxicology 39: 20-31)  

 Marine/salt water and marine sediment:  

o BTAG Screening benchmarks (http://www.epa.gov/reg3hwmd/risk/eco/index.htm) 

o NAWQS: for chronic fresh water and salt water;  Human Health for consumption of 

water and organisms (http://www.epa.gov/waterscience/criteria/wqctable/ )  

o ORNL benchmarks 

(http://www.esd.ornl.gov/programs/ecorisk/contaminated_sites.html) 

o Region 4 ecological bulletins 

(http://www.epa.gov/region4/superfund/programs/riskassess/ecolbul.html)  

o NOAA SQuiRT Marine Sediments benchmarks-Lowest benchmark value 

(http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/SQuiRTs.pdf)  

o  

 Soils, invertebrates and microbial process:  

o Eco-SSL (http://www.epa.gov/ecotox/ecossl/index.html) 

o ORNL benchmarks 

(http://www.esd.ornl.gov/programs/ecorisk/contaminated_sites.html) 

o Region 4 ecological bulletins 

(http://www.epa.gov/region4/superfund/programs/riskassess/ecolbul.html)  

o Region 5, RCRA Ecological Screening Levels 

(http://epa.gov/region05/waste/cars/pdfs/ecological-screening-levels-200308.pdf ) 

 Aquatic biota:  

o ORNL benchmarks 

(http://www.esd.ornl.gov/programs/ecorisk/contaminated_sites.html) 

 Terrestrial plants:   

o ORNL benchmarks 

(http://www.esd.ornl.gov/programs/ecorisk/contaminated_sites.html) 

 Wildlife:  

o ORNL benchmarks 

(http://www.esd.ornl.gov/programs/ecorisk/contaminated_sites.html) 
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